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Parts of a Scholarly Article 
 

• Publication: Contains some citation information such as journal title, year, volume, and 
page number. In print it might be at the top or bottom of the first page. Online it could be in a 
sidebar. 

 

• Title: The title will often tell you the authors' research question(s). 

 

• Authors and Affiliation: The order of authors usually indicates how significant the 
contribution was. In some disciplines, like social sciences and humanities, the first author is 
considered the "lead author." In other disciplines, like engineering or chemistry, the last 
author is the "lead author." Most articles will also provide author affiliations, meaning they 
will list where those individuals work. 

 

• Abstract: The abstract is a short summary of what the article is about, including a brief 
statement about the results of the research. 
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• Keywords: Assigned by the authors or the editors, these identify the topic and can help you 
in constructing a better search for more articles. 

 

• Introduction: The introduction contains background on the topic or issue, and often 
contains past research that has been done that is relevant to the current study. This helps 
you understand the broader context and conversation that is important for the article you're 
reading. 

 

• Methods: The methods section will describe how the authors designed their research and 
what steps were taken to collect data. 

 

• Results: The results will list the findings, and often include tables and charts with a lot of 
statistics. 
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• Discussion: The discussion identifies limitations of the study, or what conclusions you 
cannot draw from what they found, and examines the meaning of results. 

 

• Conclusion: The conclusion articulates why the results are important and how they 
contribute to the field. They may also suggest areas for future research. 

 

• References: The references is a list of resources that the authors used to inform their 
research and cited in their paper. This is a great place to find additional sources for your 
own research! 
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